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   04.03.2021 
To whom it may concern, 

 

Apart from the obvious impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on global health and psychological well-being (such 

as perceived stress), it led also to (often temporary) modifications in teaching and assessment methods used in 

higher education, because for one students were not, or only limitedly, able to come to the university campus. 

These COVID-19 related issues may have influenced how our students studied and/or how exams were assessed, 

and therefore possibly also the students’ results and ultimately their Grade Point Average (GPA). In this letter, you 

can see the main changes that we, as a Faculty, have implemented to our study programs because of COVID-19.   

 

FPN students were required to be flexible in the face of several adjustments that have been made by the faculty. 

First, all physical meetings were cancelled as of January 4, 2021. Instead, all education and assessment took place 

online in that period. Second, in their preparation for the exams, students had to take into account that the exam 

formats were adapted due to COVID-19 regulations and deviated from the original formats published in the course 

manuals. FPN needed to adjust the assessment method (and appraisal schemes) because (nearly) all of the FPN 

exams are under normal circumstances multiple choice exams and administered on campus. However, due to 

COVID-19, FPN had to change the administration of the exams to online and ‘off campus’. FPN adjusted the 

format of the exams accordingly, to guarantee the quality of the exams and the exam administrations. Third, some 

courses were now graded with a “Pass/Fail” (instead of the ten-point rating scale that was used normally for these 

courses) due to adjustments made in the course(s) and/or the administration(s).  

 

The quality of the study results of a student is often determined by focusing on a. the grades obtained per course 

and b. the GPA. According to article 5.15 of the Exam and Education Regulations (EER), the GPA is calculated 

for all parts of the examination which are assessed on a ten-point rating scale, except for the elective courses and 

(if applicable) the honours programme. The GPA is also included on the transcript and is one of the requirements 

that need to be fulfilled to receive the diploma with the judicium “Cum Laude” or “Summa Cum Laude”. Please 

note that modules that are appraised as “Pass/Fail” are not included in the calculation of the GPA. 

 



 
Even though the Faculty did its absolute best to assure that the quality of teaching and assessment remained high 

at all times, it is plausible that at least a proportion of students were affected by the implemented changes, and that 

the obtained grades might not reflect the full potential of the student or graduate, due to the challenge(s) of this 

situation. 

 

The transcript of FPN students includes information about e.g., the grades obtained per course as well as the date 

the exams were administered. We hope to have provided the information you need. If you have any questions 

regarding the information provided in this letter, do not hesitate to contact us.  

 
 
The Board of Examiners FPN UM   

 
 

 
 
 


